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to build a third palace at Potsdam. The astonished
Prussians believed that the cost was 22,000,000
thalers. If no more than one-tenth of this was act-
ually expended, the King lavished on a superfluity
more than one-third of the sum that he assigned to
the restoration of the land.

Those who insist that he did nothing without a
motive of State may find it in his desire to convince
foreign Powers that it was dangerous to attack a
nation which could afford luxuries while its enemies
were deep in debt. Other conjectures are possible.
Frederick loved to indulge the hope that the Scien-
ces, which had visited Greece and Italy, France and
England, in turn, might settle for a while in Prussia,
and the new palace, like the salary paitf to Voltaire,
might be regarded as a sacrifice at their altar. The
claims of the new Prussian industries, especially the
manufacture of silk, which was largely used in adorn-
ing the interior, may have induced the King to
provide an artificial market in this way. Frederick's
Versailles, however, remains to this day both a mon-
ument to his absolutism and an enigma.
- Absolutism and diligence are still the hall-marks
of all his measures. The military reforms, the work
of restoration, and the attention paid to the arts
taxed him but lightly when compared with his la-
bours for the development of the agriculture, manu-
factures, commerce, and finance of his dominions.
No sooner was the war at an end and the work
of restoration set on foot than Frederick began to
pour forth a flood of edicts for the regulation and
advance of every department of national life, and to